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Do NOT plug coffee makers 
into this outlet.  Sound 
equipment is on this circuit 
and you will blow a fuse.  
Plug coffee makers into 
heavy duty extension cable 
and plug that into the outlet 
in the Kitchen.
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Audio Snake
to/from Mixer

Use the short ABC cable 
bundle (with 3-pin XLR 
connectors) to connect 
Snake A to Amp Input 1 
(feed for MAIN speakers) 
and Snake B to Amp 
Input 2. Two microphone 
cables will work as 
substitutes.

Use speaker cables (with ¼ 
inch Tip/Sleeve plugs) to 
connect Amp Output 1 to the 
Stage Left Main Audience 
Speaker.

Use another speaker cable to 
connect Amp Output 2 to the 
Stage Left Monitor speaker.
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A
udio Snake 

to/from
 Stage

Mixer

Equalizer (EQ)
shown upside down

W
all

The green lines are from the 
microphones and other sound sources 
on the stage.  

Connect Snake Channel 1 to Mixer 
Input 1, etc.

The blue lines are from the outputs of 
the Equalizer.  Connect Channel One 
output to Snake Channel A.  

Connect EQ out 2 to Snake Channel B.

Channel C is a spare channel in the 
Snake and is not used.

The maroon lines are from the outputs 
of the Mixer.  Connect MAIN OUT left 
channel output to Channel 1 input on 
the EQ.  

Connect AUX SEND left output to 
Channel 2 input on the EQ.



Ron Dennis wrote the following tip sheet in collaboration with Phillup the Pig. Ron often is found operating sound at the Hog and other special events and 
concerts, including for the Madison Folk Music Society. 
 
Start Here: 

1. Bring out all equipment from closet and set on stage. If there is 
another group using our floorspace when you arrive, you can 
usually go ahead to do this step if you do not disturb the other 
group). Some items (tables, chairs, personal things) may prevent 
any setup on stage.  

2. Hang the Hog quilt on back wall of the stage. 

When the earlier group has cleared the floor, proceed with setup. 

1. Take items for door person (containers, sign, etc.) to table near 
front door. 

Stage Setup:  

1. Set up light stands and speaker stands. 
2. Take mixer, EQ and cable case to table near the snake box next to 

the kitchen. 
3. Lay carpet on stage, 3 feet from stage front. 
4. Put main speakers on stands. 
5. Place monitor speakers on stage floor in front of carpet. 
6. Put both cable cases on one black cart. 
7. Put amp on other black cart and locate near snake box on the 

stage. 
8. Run electrical cord for lights with multiple outlet on end. 
9. Plug in amp using the hum eliminator. Leave off (powered down) 

and with the gains (volume) turned down on front of amp. 
10. Run all speaker cables. (the Tip/Ring/Sleeve cables in small brown 

case #3) 
11. Set up mic stands. 
12. Run mic cables. (Cables in other small brown case #2) 
13. Install mics and direct boxes. (Mics in small silver case) 

Mixer/EQ Setup: 

1. Set up Mixer and Graphic Equalizer. 
2. Install cables to snake box as needed. 
3. Turn mixer main and monitor volumes off. 
4. Turn on mixer and EQ. 
5. Turn on amp and set levels at mid-point. 

Mixer Controls: 

1. Mute off 
2. Main master and monitor master at unity 
3. Sub 1 & 2 at unity 
4. Channels as needed:  

a. Gain at 2/3 
b. All channel EQ's set flat 
c. Bring up all mic channel mains1/3 
d. Test mics (you can plug mics in place of DI’s to test those 

channels) 
e. Turn mains down and repeat with monitors 

Input sequence at mixer: 

1. Easiest when looking at stage to go 1, 2, 3, etc. – left to right. 
2. Individual preference as to putting all vocals together, then instruments 

or All inputs associated with one performer (vocal, DI, Instr mic, etc.) – 
This is normally my preference if the same musicians are expected to 
play all evening and from the same microphones and pickups. 

 

 

 

Sound Setup Tips  



 
Phillup the Pig’s Helpful Sound Hints: 

1. Many times at the Hog, you wont know what’s needed until 
performers arrive. Using the best available knowledge, set up and 
have ready as much as possible. It’ll save you time. An extra mic or 
two is OK. Just set them aside if not needed. Open mic people 
might use them. 

2. When performers are ready for sound check, suggest doing monitor 
levels first. This usually gives the performers a better/clearer sound 
balance and your monitor volume will usually end up lower – 
important in reducing feedback. 

3. Do one person at a time to get a balance between their vocal and 
instrument(s). Then add all in the group and ask for their feedback 
on monitor balance. When they are satisfied, bring up and balance 
the house sound.  

4. You may want to ask for each individual again if you’re having 
trouble picking out the individual sounds. Use the headset now or 
during the show to look for a single instrument in the mix, this 
sometimes helps when trying to adjust or EQ a single mixer input 
for a particular instrument or voice. 

5. Some performers will ask for specific EQ for their voice or 
instrument. Generally, roll off (reduce) some low end for vocals and 
add some highs to brighten, but watch feedback. You can ask 
performers about their preferences, particularly guitars. Stay flat for 
most instruments, however. 

6. This is a listening atmosphere. House sound level should not be 
high. Walk around the room and adjust for comfortable acoustic 
style listening. Be able to pick out each voice and instrument. 

7. If both the performers and the audience are satisfied with the 
sound, you’ve done a good job. 

8. If you experience any equipment problems, write it on the clipboard 
in the closet and when you get home send an email to 
info@wildhoginthewoods.org describing the problem. 

9. Find manuals, tutorials and additional information on our web site at 
wildhoginthewoods.org/Members/SoundOperations  

 

Teardown after the show- Go in reverse order from your setup: 

1. Turn down main and monitor volumes on Mixer (before you turn off the 
mixer). 

2. Turn down volumes on Amp, and then turn off. 
3. Turn off Graphic EQ. 
4. Turn off Mixer (before unplugging any audio, mike or power cable). 
5. Disconnect microphones, remove them from the stands and store in 

the microphone case now to prevent them from falling to the floor 
during takedown. 

6. Unplug cables from wall - coil and put in case. 
7. Put Mixer and EQ in cases. 
8. Remove mics and DI's and return to case. 
9. Lay mic cables on floor. 
10. Remove and collapse mic stands. 
11. Unplug mic cables from box - coil and put in case. 
12. Unplug speaker cables - coil and put in case. 
13. Unplug power cables - coil and put away. 
14. Remove speakers from stands - collapse stands. 
15. Put everything back in good shape - ready for next user. 
16. Leave notes, if appropriate, on clipboard in closet 
17. Roll up carpet - take down quilt. 

Stuff everything back in the closet and lock. 

More Sound Setup Tips 
 




